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Flynn Pharma Limited, a specialty pharmaceutical company focused on acquiring and commercializing proprietary products in 
secondary healthcare and related markets, today announced it has acquired exclusive marketing and distribution rights to 
DepoDur® (morphine sulphate extended release liposome injection) for Europe and a number of other markets from San Diego-based Pacira 
Pharmaceuticals.

Pacira Pharmaceuticals, a former business unit of SkyePharma, PLC, is an independent private company focused on developing 
and manufacturing controlled-release injectable products based on their DepoFoam® and Biosphere® drug delivery platforms. 

DepoDur, which utilizes the DepoFoam technology, is a novel, single dose extended-release formulation of morphine. A single 
injection of DepoDur into the lumbar epidural space may provide pain relief for up to 48 hours following major surgery without the 
restrictions and potential complications associated with an indwelling epidural catheter. DepoDur is the only opioid approved in 
Europe (UK, MHRA, 2006) for epidural use. In the US, DepoDur is marketed by EKR Therapeutics, Inc.

“We are pleased to add an innovative product like DepoDur to our growing hospital product portfolio.” said David Walters, 
Director of Flynn. “DepoDur is consistent with, and complementary to, our model of adding products for the secondary 
healthcare markets.” 

Fred Middleton, Pacira’s Chairman of the Board commented, “In DepoDur, Flynn Pharma will have a new foundation on which 
to continue building their hospital franchise. Through the use of Pacira’s extended-release injectable technology, DepoFoam, 
DepoDur supports the sustained release of epidural morphine to provide up to 48 hours of post-surgery pain relief, when most 
pain can then be satisfactorily controlled with oral analgesics. In addition, there are an estimated 5 million surgical procedures in 
Europe where DepoDur can be used to manage post-operative pain in hospitalised patients. With a proven technology, a large 
market opportunity, and Flynn’s strong presence in hospitals, we look forward to having Flynn as our commercial marketing 
partner expanding DepoDur’s use into Europe.” 

David Walters further noted, “Flynn is starting the launch process, including meetings with key opinion leaders, and we expect to 
have our UK sales force fully supporting DepoDur early in 2008.” He concluded, “We are very optimistic about Flynn’s growth 
prospects in 2008 and beyond as we plan DepoDur’s market penetration in Europe. We are actively planning to take the product 
beyond the UK through the mutual recognition procedure and have initiated the search and selection of marketing partners in 
Europe. This is the second new product Flynn will have launched into the hospital market following the successful launch of 
Medikinet® XL in March 2007.” 
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